Nativity Early Learning Center Preschool Program Plan

The Nativity Early Learning Center is committed to academic excellence for half day and full day preschool children, while also expanding the work of Nativity School for students in our extended day programs before and/or after school. 

Our staff is committed to providing children with a curriculum that continues to grow as they do!  Your child will experience the joys of learning in their preschool classroom as they explore the following academic areas:
	Daily Living
	Care of self and environment; food preparation

	Sensorial
	Discrimination and refinement of the five senses

	Language 
	Phonetics, writing composition, recognition and reading

	Mathematics
	Number recognition, quantity and symbols

	Natural Science
	Biology, general science

	Social Studies
	World cultures, geography and our community

	Art/Music
	An integral part of our curriculum…is music, art and movement

	Religious Education
	Children will grow in their understanding of the bible, prayer, Catholic holidays, learning about saints and the development of morals based on our Catholic faith.


There are four core areas of development that our youngest children focus on throughout their days in the preschool programs at the NELC.  These core areas encompass our eight primary academic areas.
	Physical Development
	Gross Motor Skills - Sliding, climbing on climbers, swinging, and playing with different size balls, playing groups’ games, dancing, and tumbling.

	 
	Fine Motor Skills - Practical life, sensorial, cutting, pasting, painting, coloring, puzzles, turning pages of books – eye/hand coordination (daily living).

	Cognitive Development
	Geography, science, mathematics, language development, problem solving, games, puzzles, manipulatives, building with different objects, reading/writing readiness.  

	Social Development
	Group activities: Story time, snack, and lunchtime, show and tell, music, creative movement, dramatic play.  Goal of interacting with others appropriately.  

	 
	Individual activities: Language area, science and cognitive areas, playground time, learning basic routines and distinguishing between right and wrong.  

	Emotional Development
	Sensorial: Sand and water play, art activities, clay and play dough, cooking.  Provide a cheerful, inviting atmosphere for work and play.  

	 
	Community: Leaning about different types of community, building relationships with peers and adults create self-confidence and independence.  Encourage curiosity and self-motivation.  


 

Areas of the Classroom 

The following is a sample list of some of the terms you may hear your preschooler child or child's teacher use to explain the areas of the classroom and the activities that occurred.
	Quiet
	Dressing frames, wet/dry pouring, table scrubbing, books, sensorial activities, geometrical shapes, puzzles, magnetic letters, movable alphabet, sequencing and matching cards

	Active
	Tumbling mat, climber/slide, parachute, pushing and riding toys, wooden cars and trucks, balls of various sizes, musical instruments

	Teacher Directed
	Classroom presentations, child of the week, literature appreciation, art projects, music and creative movement, group games, puppet shows, show and tell and science experiments

	Child Initiated
	Practical life, sensorial, math, language, geography, science, dramatic play, large and small blocks, manipulatives, easel, water table


